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homesick. For him his stay in Algiers was only a means to an end.
He was there only to breathe 'air for the prolongation of life'.*

At festivals ami dances in the Arab villages the King com-
pared the dark, dusky-eyed women of the south with the beauties
of the north. But somehow he could not enjoy his stay. Some
inner unrest troubled him, but the doctors dissuaded him from
returning home until the weather grew warmer.

Suddenly, like a bolt from the blue, came unexpected and sad
news. A telegram announced the sudden death of Kinij Maximilian
II on loth March. He had suffered from severe headaches for
twenty-eight years, all his life he had been troubled with palpita-
tions of the heart, with nervousness, and a feeling of faintncss.
He had had a stroke and died without regaining consciousness.

The utterly unexpected death of his eldest son shook the King
profoundly. Although he had not been on good terms with his
firstborn and had therefore been particularly careful not to
interfere with his activities, this sudden tragic, end overwhelmed
him. It would have, been impossible for Ludwig to reach Munich
from Algiers in time for the funeral, and the doctors forbade his
return at this chilly and variable time of year. The King had
therefore to resign himself to stay some time longer in Algiers.
But he found no more peace and kept wondering: What will happen
to Bavaria now, with an immature boy of eighteen occupying the
Throne for which he has had no preparation?
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